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Long Experience in the Anti-Soviet Game (U) 

Even before the end of World War II, Allied intelligence grew intrigued by the 
work that the Germans had done to rally much of Europe to the Nazi cause. As the Allied 
armies fought across Italy and France in 1944, growing numbers of Wehrmacht prisoners 
who fell into British and American hands were not Germans, but Poles, Czechs, 

Hungarians, Russians, Balts, Cossacks, Ukrainians, and dozens of other nationalities and 
ethnic groups that took up arms for the Third Reich. While many of these combatants 
proved to be less than enthusiastic soldiers, the Nazis nonetheless raised substantial 
manpower from Europe’s non- Aryan populations. (U) 

Within weeks after the collapse of German resistance, Allied intelligence 
pondered the advantages and disadvantages of using for its own purposes the numerous 
emigre groups that sought shelter in the West. As the US Army took up occupation 
duties in Austria and Germany, it encountered members of these groups who claimed to 
be not only anti-Nazi, but also anticommunist. Sorting out the various factions, their 
leaders, philosophical goals, motivations, and backgrounds took up an increasing amount 
of time and effort on the part of American intelligence as tensions mounted between the 
East and the West. 1 (S) 

1 As an example, X-2 in Munich came into contact with Lithuanians in the summer of 1945, but 
was told to leave those groups alone for Si’s exploitation. See Boleslav A. Holtsman’s reporting 
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Mission RUPPERT (S) 

Even before the war ended, the Americans made efforts to learn more about the 
supposed anti-Nazi groups in Nazi Germany. On 3 November 1944, Youri Vinogradov, a 
21 -year old White Russian bom in Germany and educated in France, crossed over 
German lines. Recruited by Si’s Labor Division in Paris for Mission RUPPERT, 
Vinogradov had spent the latter part of the war in Berlin working at the Swiss Legation 
until his arrest and brief confinement in a concentration camp. Following his release, 
Vinogradov found a new job in the German capital, but finally decided to make his way 
to Allied lines in the fall of 1944 with plans to join the French army. 2 (S) 

After making his way across the lines, he was picked up by the French and 
brought to Paris for interrogation by OSS. Vinogradov quickly proved to be a valuable 
source of information on life in Germany. He also furnished details that led to the arrest 
of a Gestapo agent in Paris and explained how French collaborationists operated in 
Germany. His new SI case officer, Lt. Albert E. Jolis, proposed that Vinogradov be 
returned through German lines to resume his life in Berlin. Jolis wanted Vinogradov to 



on the Lithuanian activities in Bavaria in SCI, Twelfth Army Group to Commanding Officer, X- 
2/Germany, “The Underground ‘Government of Lithuania,”’ 17 June 1945, (S), and SCI Twelfth 
Army Group to Commanding Officer, X-2/Germany, “Union of the Combatants for the Freedom 
of Lithuania,” 1 9 June 1 945, both in DO Records, C_ 711 , Box 515, Folder 2, CIA ARC. 

See also Headquarters, Third Army Intelligence Center, Research Section, to G-2, Intelligence 
Center, “The Government of Lithuania (Supreme Lithuanian Committee of Liberation),” 3 June 
1945, (S), in DO Records, Cl ZJ Box 515, Folder 2, CIA ARC. (S) 

2 The basis of this account regarding Vinogradov’s work with OSS is found in 1 st Lt. Albert E. 
Jolis to Col. David K. Bruce. “Mission RUPPERT,” 14 October 1944, [no classification listed], 
in Michael Kedia, IZ~ U , DO Records. Mission RUPPERT is also recounted in 

Joseph E. Persico, Piercing the Reich: The Penetration of Nazi Germany by American Secret 
Agents during World War II (New York: Viking Press, 1979). (S) 
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penetrate the SD through an acquaintance, who he claimed worked for the Nazi security 
service. This man, a Georgian, “served the Nazis out of his opposition to the Stalin 
regime. His position,” Vinogradov told Jolis, “is now extremely delicate. He dreads the 
arrival of the Russian armies and will undoubtedly grab at any opportunity of being able 
to show that he helped the Allies.” Jolis hoped Vinogradov would obtain an 
organizational layout of the SD and learn its plans for resistance after Germany’s defeat. 
In addition, Vinogradov would also seek out targets to be attacked by Allied aircraft and 
keep his finger on the pulse of life in Berlin. He would have no radio to communicate 
with SI, but he would let OSS know that he had arrived safely by placing advertisements 
in two Berlin newspapers as well as sending a postcard to an address in Switzerland. 3 (S) 
German troops quickly seized Vinogradov and passed the White Russian, who 
claimed to be dissatisfied with life in Paris because of the growing strength of the 
Communist party in France, to SD Amt Vi’s office in Strassburg. Vinogradov claimed 
that he was an agent for an SD collaborator named Michael Kedia, president of the 
Georgian National Committee in Berlin and a critical link between the Nazis and various 
Caucasian and Turkestan nationalist groups. Vinogradov was directed to report to a 
Standartenfuhrer Bickler in Baden Baden, where he underwent an interrogation for three 
days. He was then allowed to proceed to Berlin to visit his sick mother. He arrived on 7 
November, changing trains 14 times en route due to the Allied bombings. On arriving in 
the city, he contacted Kedia. 4 (S) 

The next day, the Gestapo arrested Vinogradov after learning that he had returned 
from Paris. Taken to a local office, Vinogradov met Sturmbannfuhrer Erich Georg-Karl 

3 1 SI Lt. Albert E. Jolis to Col. David K. Bruce, “Mission RUPPERT,” 14 October 1944, [no 
classification listed], in Michael Kedia, C- — I DO Records. (S) 

4 “Personal Report of Agent RUPPERT,” c. April 1945, [no classification listed], in Kedia, C 
T3 DO Records. (S) 
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